
What is clflimed is 

£>\^h> ^ l\ 1 ,\ An electronic camera having a plurality of functions including capturing and 
^ recording iiimges, comprising: 

an operation input unit for inputting external operations that designate corresponding 
functions of the (^inera to be perfomied; 

an image pidoip unit for capturing an image of an object; 
13 a recorder for recording the image captured by the image pickup unit on a recording 

O medium; 

1^ a playback imit for ^ least playing back image infbmiation that is recorded on the 

;g recording medium; and 

O a mode selector for selec^g one operation mode of the camera from a plurality of 

i=j available operation modes that include an operation explanation mode, 

;2 wherein if the operation explanation mode is selected at the mode selector, the playback 

unit plays back an operation guide that is pre-stored in a memory, the operation guide explaining 
at least one of the external operations andVorresponding camera functions thereof. 

2. The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein while the electronic camera is 
set to the operation explanation mode by the mode selector, the playback unit plays back the 
operation guide for the camera operation that is designated by the operation input unit. 

3. The electronic camera according to claim 2, wherein: while the electronic camera is 
set to the operation explanation mode by the mode selector, the jplayback unit plays back the 
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operation guide for the camera operation that is inputted by the operation input unit wthout 
actually performing the corresponding camera function designated by that camera operation. 

4- The electronic camera according to claim 1, further comprising a recording medium 
drive for driving a detachable recording medium, 

wherein the mode selector automatically selects the operation explanation mode in 
response to attachment to the recording medium drive of the detachable recording mediiam 
having the operation guide stored thereon. 

5, The electronic camera according to claim 4, wherein the recorder records the image 
created by the image pickt^) unit on the detachable recording medium- 

6- The electronic camera according to claim 1, further comprising an internal memory 
having the operation guide stored thereon. 

7. The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein the mode selector is externally 
accessible to select one of the operation modes of the camera. 

S. The electronic camera according to claim 7, wherein the mode selector includes a 
mode selection button adapted to select one of the operation modes of the camera. 



32 




The electronic camera according to claim 1 , wherein the playback unit plays back the 
operation kuide in the form of sound. 

1 0, TheNelectronic camera according to claim 1 , wherein the playback unit plays back the 
operation guide inVhe form of images. 

1 1 , The electronic camera according to claim 1 , wherein when the operation explanation 
mode is selected at the mode selector, the playback unit automatically plays back an operation 
guide that explains overall operations of the electronic camera, 

12. The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein the operation input unit includes 
mechanical switches that each can be operated to designate the corresponding functions of the 
camera. 

13. The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein the operation input unit includes 
touch screen switches that each can be operated to designate the corresponding functions of the 
camera. 
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b^^^ 14. %ja electronic camera, comprising: 

an image pickup unit for c^turing an image of an object; 

a recorder for recording Ae image captured by the image pickup xmit on a recording 
medium; 

a playback u^t for at least playing back image information that is recorded on the 

recording medium; 

a mode selector for selecting a function diagnosis mode; and 
a function tester fci testing functions of the camera if the function diagnosis mode is 

selected by the mode selector. 

15. The electronic camera according to claim 14, wherein the image pickup unit captures 
the image in accordance with an external operation specifying an image pickup function of flie 
image pickup unit, and 

wherein while the camera is set to the function diagnosis mode by the mode sector, the 
function tester tests the image pickup fimction of the image pickup unit specified by the external 
operation- 

The electronic camera according to claim 14, whereiii the playback unit plays back 
ation that is recorded on the recording medium in accordance with an external 
operation specifying a playback function of the playback unit, and 
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wherein while the camera is set to the function diagnosis mode by the mode selector, the 
function teste tests the playback function of the playback unit specified by the external 
operation, i 

1 7, The electronic camera according to claim 14, wherein the playback unit includes a 
display unit for displaying test results generated by the function tester- 



UUIlA/146723.1 




^ U ^ f X J 8,^11 electronic camera having a plurality of functions including capturing and 
^ — recording inmges, the electronic camera comprising: 

a mode selector externally switchable to select one of a function diagnosis mode and a 
normal mode; 

an operation W>ixt unit for inputting external operations that initiate corresponding 
functions of the camera while the camera is in the normal mode; 
^ an image pickupVmit for capturing the image of an object in accordance with the external 

3 operations inputted thtoug^ the operation input unit while the camera is in the normal mode; 
i a recorder for recording the image captured by the image pickup unit in accordance with 

the extemal operations inpul^d tfarougih the operation input unit while tiie camera is in the 
normal mode; 

a playback imit for at le^ playing back image- information that is recorded on tiie 
recording medium in accordanc^with the external operations inputted through the operation 
izqmt unit while the camera is in the normal mode; and 

a function tester for testing nmctions of at least one of the operation input unit, the image 
pickup unit, the recorder, and the pl^back imit, when the function diagnosis mode is selected by 
the mode selector, 

19, The electronic cam^a according to claim 18, wherein the function tester 
automatically tests functions of at least one of the operation input unit, tiie image pickup unit, the 
recorder, and the playback unit, in response to the selection of the diagnosis mode by 

the mode selector. 




20. The electronic camera according to claim 18, wherein while Hie camera is set to the 
function diagnosis mode by the mode selector, the function tester tests the function of the camera 
that would be initiated in response to the external operation if the camera were in the nonnal 
mode. 
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fc> (5>^h^ 2 IK An electronic camera having a plmality of functions including capturing and 
recording im^es, the electronic camera comprising; 

a mode Wector externally switchable to select one of an operation explanation mode, a 
function diagnosissmode, and a normal mode; 

an operation input unit for inputting external operations that initiate corresponding 
functions of the camerawfaile the camera is in the normal mode; 

an image pidn^ mit for capturing the image of an object in accordance with the external 

\ 

operatioris inputted through the operation input unit while the camera is in the normal mode; 

a recorder for recording^tiie image captured by the image pickup imit in accordance with 
the external operations inputted tEipugh the operation input unit while the camera is in the 
normal mode; 
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a playback unit for at least playing back image information that is recorded on the 
recording medium in accordance with tfa^^ctemal operations inputted through the operation 
input imit while the camera is In the normakmode; and 

a function tester for testing functions of at least one of the operation input imit, the image 
pickup unit, the recorder, and the playback unit^Y^hen the function diagnosis mode is selected by 
the mode selector, 

wherein if the operation explanation mode isWlected at tbe:mode selector, the playback 
unit plays back an operation guide that is pre-stored i^a mcmoryj the operation guide explaining 
at least one of the camera operations and functions the 
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fe)^ ^ 22.\An electronic camera having a plurality of functions including capturing and 
recording ijnag^, compnsing: 

input me^ for inputting extenoal operations that designate coiresponding functions of 
the camera to be perronned; 

c^tDre means for capturing an image of an object; 

recording means for recording the image captured by the capturing means on a recording 
medium; 

plaj/back means for playing back image infora\ation that is recorded on the reconiing 
means; and 

selecting means for selecting a^peration mode of the camera from a plurality of 
available operation modes, where one op^^ation mode is an operation explanation mode, 

wherein if the operation explanation mode is selected at the selecting means, the playback 
means plays back an operation guide that is pre-)tored in a memory, the operation guide 
explaining at least one of the external operations andvcorresponding camera functions thereof. 
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h^^^ 23- ^An electronic cam^a, comprising: 

captimixg means for c^turing an image of an Object; 

recording means for recording the image c^tured by the capturing means on a recording 
medium; 

playback m^ans for playing back image infomiation ihzt is recorded on the recarding 
medium; 

selecting means for selecting a function diagnosis mode; and 
testing means for tes^g functions of the came^ if the function diagnosis mode is 
selected by the selecting means\ 
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